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OUT W THB AHC HIVES NO, 20 

Shore have been so sany good original articles to publish lately that 1 had almost for- 
gotten what a reprint was, the last being published in Hooaler Archives #31, however, . . . 
with "Ihe Grudge Cane" getting ready to start an soon as the players can be rounded up, X 
thought this night be an appropriate time to reprint lorry Peery's "The Subtle Art of back- 
o tabbing," Not that you needed any ideas, fellows! Anyway, this article is reprinted with 
lorry's psrsdssien. It was published in Xaaogogje X, 10,5 of 10 february 1966 and it really 
shows how to insert thajt ol* stabberoo, 

THS SUBSIifi AST W lACKSIAbblNG 
tar lorry Fesry 

lacks tabbing Is, perhaps, the nost misunderstood and misused tern in Diplomacy. A sur- 
vey of what theoretical literature there :ls on Diplomacy (and considering the volume of oub- 
liohsd mterlal, there is on unexplioable nparoity of useable naterial on the game Itself) 
shows that titers is less written about locfcstatting than any one of a half-dozen "rules," 
or even the IDK, (IDA now?!) Nowhere, to ay knowledge, is there any real discussion of the 
"art of tacks tabling"— if only because no one would bo willing to write such o discussion 
iter fear his reputation night suffer, Since nine cannot possibly suffer further, this does 
not deter se fron such a d i s cu ss i on. 

To call looks tabbing on "art" say sees silly, even sacrilogioue, yet it is not so. Ihe 
superior player, even when the victim, can only admire a well-executed tackatob, while a 
useless or bouched backs tab incites only scorn and laughter, locks tabbing represents one of 
the few real unknowns In the sane, the skillful use of the backs tab identifies the superior 
player while on inept or worthless baeksUb is the nark of on asateur. Ibe Importance of 
the backs tab in a gone where swons depends on cooperation and joint operation, at least 
In the early stages, Is obvious, but, stoat is baekstabttng? 

We all have Images of betrayal, grssi, et. when beck* tabbing is nentioned, and no worse 
none can be applied to o player than to label him o "beokstabber." Yet, in reality, we often 
confuse the label with the art, the playtr with the tothnione. The scorn heaped on the one 
Is too often ponoind on to the other* 

At this point, I would like to describe some types of tack* tabs, using aalnly games I 
have been involved in, and by coincidence, fcaekstebs X have either initiated or been the 
victim of, X have no fear that ay discussion at this stage will endanger any of these gases 
so I will be extremely candid, 

Ihe first type of baokstob X want to refer to is what X haws labeled the Grand S3aa>. 
Ibis is the great "oouble-aros*" ot the critical moment which allows the enfeebled David to 
strike down the nighty Coliath. OWLS is probably the aoot spsetoeulor single oonent in a 
Diplomacy game. It cones {or should) as a total surprise, coots the victim a number of 
supply centers, almost always cones cm a Fall turn, and nornally aignalB the rapid decline 



and elimination of & -player. An excellent illustration of such a stab ia in 19660, coning 
in Kali 1903 and ending In Fall 1904, This gene was carried in ABAC and moves printed 
appeared in issuee 9*12. 

/■^ fcy nay of background* Through Spring 1903 Turkey and Austria had been jointly attacking 
Russia, Mho was at this point almost eliminated. Then in Fall 1903* Turkey and Italy put 
the ax to Austria. 

FALL 1903 

AUSTRIA (TZtfXXKER) t A Trl-Tlpr . A Hps S A (frUsar . A Cal-*ar, A 5er-Trt . A Bud- Vie, F Ore 3 
Turk F Aeg-Ion , ■ 

ITAtt (VOH t«mfi;i A Tyr S A Ven-Tri, A Ven-Tri, F Ion S Turk F Aeg^re. 

TURKEY (PiM)i A Sev 5 Russian A Idv-Kos, A Ukr S Russian A Uv-IJoa, A Run 6 A Lul-Ser, 
A Lul-Ser, F Con~Bul(e»c.), F Aeg-Cre, 

RUSSIA (UJHG)i A Xav^'-ioa. 

The net result was that the Austrian amies in Trieste and Serbia and her fleet in Greece 
had to retreat, with only Budapest and Albania open. The Austrian A in Moscow was annihi- 
lated. The Austrian A Serbia retreated to Budapest* she reasved F Greece and A Trieste. 
Italy built a fleet in Rossi Turkey built a fleet in Ssyrna and an srsy In Constantinople. 

spri»c 1904 

AUSTRIA (T&MKERii A BudUTrl . A ttar^ll , AJttitebon. 

ITALT (von ^asT^KB)l A Tyr-Vie, A m"A TyKnt, T Ion-Tun, f Apu-aap, F Ron-Tus. 
RUSSIA (LONG)t A Moe Holds. 

TURKEY (PEERT)i A Sev S Russian A Hot, A Ufcr-War, A Rus-bud, A Ser £ A Hun-Bud, A Con-lul, 
F Bul(s,c.)«Cre, F Gre-Ioo, F Ssy-Aeg, 

The Austrian A Budapest retreated to Callola. 

FALL 190fc 

^"vusthia (tzudikbr)i A Gal a A Silver . A SlUsar. A Bsa-ftun . 

ITAW (YON m*z&)i k VbTi'syUU, A Id ffi \ft# t I flea S F Hnp-Tyr, F Nap-T*r, F Tub 

3 ? Ha»-3&*. 
RUSSIA (LOIRS) 1 A foe Holds, 

TUWflnr (F&;ry)i A sev 3 A ¥ar-tos, A tfar-uos. A Bud-Gel, F Ors»Asg. F Ion S F Tim, A Ser- 
Bud, F Aeg-Qge. A Bul-Bua. 

At this point Austria had no rssainlng supply centers, Turkey had gained two and Italy one. 

This Is an example of a blitsjcrelg la the truest sense of the word. 31&dfleantly t 
there was nothing that the Austrian player could do to stop It, unless ens of the attackers 
halted hie attack* 

Tst a taofcstab need not be spectacular* It can be as United as the failure of one 
player to deliver a praised support, thus c au si ng his ally** position to crumble. Indeed, 
this is probably the most noamon type of baokatab. This type of stab I have labeled the 
lapsus StiUeto . for obvious reasons. 

Another type of hackstab involves the violation of a territory's neutrality or the 
occupation of a buffer area by one poser as a prsluds to an attack on another player and 
forcer ally, or at least nonooabatant. This Z have designated jfce Crawl Stab, In this type 
the player being attacked say not be directly attacked at all. TSr need it involve the 
occupation of any supply osntsrs as noraally occurs in the Grand Slaa. Her need it occur 
on a Fall turn. 

An exavple of this ooass In 1966AH (again In ABAC #2b) in the Fall of 1906 when Italy 
violated the longstanding neutrality «f the Western lied, without re alisin g any real gains 
at that soaent. Sven so. Hie possibJs future threat p ose d to Fiance 'a position sakes this 
an extresely dangerous attack. 

^"^Ali* 1906 (partial novas) 

FRANOC (PmK)t A Bel S A Bur . A War B A £u* . A Bur S A tel. F fing S A Bel. (lei and Bur 

vere attacked by bernsny.) "■■ - '--['■ - 
ITAU (turhkr)i F Sa*-Ion f t lon-Tyr, F Tyr-Iyo, A Pis-nar. 



y ■ ~ 3 - • 1 

*- $hus, although no supply centers changed hands and no major territory was lost, France's 
position becomes critical, particularly in view of the looming Austrian menace, 

Tet another tacks tab, jokingly labeled the Stab fough, is the stab that falls, at least 

— ^ Initially, to achieve Its goal, the aost Ukely reason for this Is the attacked player's 
expectation of the stab and his waking suitable defensive novas or even countering with a 
double-cross of his own. Such a situation arose in 196&& when Italy finally attacked 
Russia (again refer to ABAC #22) ■ 

spring 1906 (partial awe*} 

ITALY (KENDERGRASS) % F lon-Eas, A Cro-Sgy . A 1rl«Bud . F Alb-Gre . y Aeg C A Gre-Sigy (dis- 
lodged, retreats to Ion), A 3er S A Trl-Bud. A Ven-TA. 
RUSSIA (HBERY)i A Vie S A C*X^oh r A Gallon, A Hub & A feui, A Sod S A Vie . 
TURKS! (GRXFFZSf) 1 F GotvOeg, F ii*y S F Cott-Asg. 

'ihis is a case whom a hecks tabber iteit net diameter, although its ultLnate success or 
failure rode on the outcome of wy ant example, drawn from the ease sane. 

The fourth type of amafcatab, which X have labeled the Stab jOneese, la both the aost 
subtle and the east taddky, ft* wU m being the aost risky, It la also the most desperate 
sines it is used only ay a player she la in danger of being eliminated, or to keep another 
player from winning. It Is literally the great qiable.-the sacrifice of one's immediate 
position on the posaiMs hope of future gain, or reco ve ry. If; It is successful, it changes 
the course of the gftme* If It fails, 11 prov s a dlaaaterotts to the attacker. 

One suoh etab oeourred in 1966&&, in las Fall 190? (ACAD # 25). althougi the essential 
moves cans in Spring 199?. Until the Spring, it appeared that Germany and France would 
resain allied while Russia pr ocee d e d to anaihllats G*raaay« Then, in the Spring, France 
suddenly entered tiunleh, the Helgoland fclght, sad mad* othsr threatening aovss toward Germany. 
At this point, Germany offered to toad* sides sad aid Russia against France. This was Rus- 
sia's fondest desire alas* her position, oonsldsrlng hsrsslf dating the entire- board, was 
suoh that she needed aa ally soss wh er e . So, the stage was set for a sasterful stab, Bussla, 
f** for resume that assd not coiisoxn us hsrs, ag geeJ to Germany's proposal of an alliance and 
further agreed not only to halt her attack on Gersany (she already held Berlin, Silesia, 
i)snaark v etc.), aUoh was sure of success, bat to help Gerssny attack France, it should be 
noted that this would not nomilTy have happened. First, no player la Russia'e position 
would entrust bar Mars to suoh a shaky je»pnsitton. Second, the Russian playsr had clear 
previous warning of Germany's motives ant true plans although as did not sot on the* (this 
is alas historically sssarata. althomah as eaually 1 w * n in al ww wjI IiI o as Russia's failure to 
react to warning of GerasflQ^s 1940 attaak). hut, oewwrthelsss, the aovss werei 

FALL 1907 (partial aovss) 

FRARCE (IW3SWT2)| F &At-3wg. A AsvBur, F J^avJWi, A Tvr 3 Italian A Trl-Vlo . F Bel S 

-■ fTaiswi i ft m Ttt b ■ ■' ■ "■• ---■■-■v v- .■ ■ ■ 
GSRP&JfT (lONG)t A Kls-Dea, F Sal S Fxsaoh F LoaJHh, A Pro-war, A HoJURuh, 
RUSSIA (FEHiT)i F Baa S F Bwy-Kth (dislodged), F swg 3 F lhqMHh. F Kwy-Hth . F Bal C German 
A Fru-icie, A Bar 5 T'Sra4Ks, "A"Sil aad. k h* * ttfkJBSr 

The next Itsa will be the builds aad removals t Gsraaay has two builds, France one, and 
nuaaia has two removals, Iteustrllng aa what Russia nhwoaas to remove, the future winner of 
ths gaas way wall be determined. It should be noted that la this situation, as in aost 
similar gases, although ths attacked power is deprived of ths win, he still has the power to 
dselde who will win. For ths r ec or d, ths aovss Gsraaay was s uppo se d to sake according to 
her alliance with Russia wsrei A Fra-Kls, F fisl 8 Nth-Rwy, A Kis-Mun, A Hoi holds, 

Ohio is obviously a dssperat io n taetio. 1st it worked, and worked well. Against a 
good playsr, suoh a ma as u v sr would hot hsvs been ■ u coss afu l and Gsraaay would have lost Kiel 
and probably Bunioh. As it la, Russia has boon stopped permanently and the initiative has 
^ gone over to the Frenofa-ItelUn« Got wane. 

This is not ths only Stab Finssssf I have soon, A vary aiallar stab ooourred In 19660 
in its later stages when Franos'lQosrles Turner) and Sngland (Rod walker) engaged in a sock 
war walla they attaaptsd to oonvlaos as that they wars about to break their alliance, Their 
taeties wars successful la that they hel|Wd delay the Turkish a^ lhat gas* ondsd la 
a draw. 
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